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ASHG AWARDS AND ADDRESSES
2011 ASHG Awards and AddressesEach year at the annual meeting of The American Society of Human Genetics (ASHG), addresses are given in honor of the Society and
a number of award winners. A summary of each of these addresses is given below. On the following pages, we have printed the Presi-
dential Address and the addresses for the William Allan and Curt Stern Awards. Webcasts of these addresses, as well as those of many
other presentations, can be found at http://www.ashg.org.Presidential Address
Lynn B. Jorde
William Allan Award
The Allan Award, the major award given by ASHG,
was established in 1961 in memory of William Allan
(1881–1943), one of the first American physicians to
conduct extensive research in human genetics. The Allan
Award is presented annually to recognize substantial and
far-reaching scientific contributions to human genetics;
these must be carried out over a sustained period of scien-
tific inquiry and productivity. It consists of an engraved
medal and a monetary award presented at the annual
meeting.
Recipient: John M. Opitz
Introduction: Maximilian MuenkeVictor A. McKusick Leadership Award
ASHG established this prestigious award in honor of Victor
A. McKusick and his inspiring contributions to the human
genetics field. The McKusick Leadership Award is pre-
sented to an individual whose professional achievements
have fostered and enriched the development of the field
of human genetics. Recipients of this award must exem-
plify the enduring leadership and vision required to
ensure that the field of human genetics will flourish
and successfully assimilate into the broader context of
science, medicine, and health. A plaque and a monetary
award are presented to the McKusick Leadership Award
recipient.
Recipient: Leon E. Rosenberg
Introduction: Huntington F. WillardCurt Stern Award
The Stern Award is given annually by ASHG in recognition
of major scientific achievement in human genetics thatDOI 10.1016/j.ajhg.2012.02.004. 2012 by The American Society of Human
The Amehas occurred in the last ten years. The work could be
a single discovery or a series of contributions on a similar
or related topic. This award honors the memory of Curt
Stern (1902–1981) as an outstanding pioneer in human
genetics who served as ASHG president in 1956.
Recipient: David Altshuler
Introduction: Aravinda ChakravartiAward for Excellence in Human Genetics
Education
The Award for Excellence in Human Genetics Education
was established to recognize those who have made
significant contributions of exceptional quality and great
importance to human genetics education. A monetary
award and a plaque are presented to the Education Award
recipient.
Recipient: Giovanni Romeo
Introduction: Stylianos E. AntonarakisC.W. Cotterman Awards
Each year, the Editorial Board of The American Journal of
Human Genetics selects two articles that best represent
outstanding contributions to the field of genetics. The
awards go to the two best papers published in The Journal
during the previous year of which the first author was
a pre- or postdoctoral trainee and an ASHGmember. Certif-
icates and monetary awards are presented at the annual
meeting.
Recipients: Leslie S. Emery and Joshua M. ShulmanStudent Awards
The Board of Directors, in consultation with the
committee chairperson, determines the number of awards
to be given for student presentations at the annual
meeting, the categories for which they are given, and theGenetics. All rights reserved.
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amount of each award. The chairperson works closely on
the Student Awards Program with the executive vice-
president and the chairperson of the Program Committee.
Scoring is done by the Program Committee, and the top-
ranking abstracts are submitted to the Awards Committee.
Finalists are then selected by the Awards Committee prior
to the annual meeting. Winners are chosen after the
committee judges the finalists’ presentations.386 The American Journal of Human Genetics 90, 385–386, March 9Recipients
Elizabeth Gerber, Predoctoral
Nir Oksenberg, Predoctoral
Adrian Reich, Predoctoral
Megan Dennis, Postdoctoral
Jean-Baptiste Riviere, Postdoctoral
Christopher Vlangos, Postdoctoral, 2012
